
City Council Meeting 

January 9, 2017 

 

The regular Riverdale City Council meeting of January 9, 2017 was called to order at 7:00 PM by 

Mayor Sorensen. 

Present:  Charles Sorensen, Jerry Orth, Ken Skuza, Dick Cheatley and Auditor Del Kolke 

Absent:  Craig Richardson 

Skuza moved to approve the December 12, 2016 meeting minutes.  Cheatley seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

Cheatley moved to approve the bills.  Skuza seconded.  Motion carried. 

Orth moved to approve the agenda.  Cheatley seconded.  Motion carried. 

Guests: 

Mark Ness was present to request permission to relocate a manhole on his property located at 

Lot 5 Block 7 Original Townsite.  Council granted the request with the understanding Mr. Ness 

provide detailed specs, hire certified contractor and pay for all expenses incurred. 

Ryan Oberg, assessor, explained assessment process and provided an overview of Riverdale 

values.  The method used for valuation is mass appraisal and utilizes front foot rather than 

square foot.  Residential land values are expected to increase due to being valued significantly 

less than what most are selling for. 

Reports: 

Fire Chief reported a pump was purchased for the older brush truck and will be retrofitted by 

BG Fire.  He reminded all residents to check sewer vents and keep gas meters clear.  Also, 

assistance by property owners in keeping fire hydrants accessible due to the large amount of 

snowfall would be appreciated. 

New Business: 

Sorensen authorized the inspection of the 13.8 KV line from the power house to the switchyard.  

AW Power inspected as much as possible and tightened loose hardware and cross arms.  They 

reported a section of the line has approximately 44 incorrectly sized insulators which will need 

to be changed out.  Final inspection and insulator replacement will be scheduled this spring. 

Mark Scheid, Ulteig Engineers, explained the electrical upgrade options.  Skuza moved to 

approve Ulteig Engineer’s cost estimate of $10,300 to provide three (3) possible substation 

upgrade options.  Cheatley seconded.  Motion carried. 
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Discussion on snow removal procedures covered when to plow, keeping the emergency route 

open, and where to put snow.  Sorensen will request permission from the Corps of Engineers to 

push snow off the north side of Missouri Drive onto Corps property. 

Skuza moved to appoint Alex Taylor as Building Inspector.  Cheatley seconded.  Motion carried.    

A third party will inspect projects when Mr. Taylor is general contractor. 

Reports: 

Auditor reported eight (8) building permits were issued in 2016 with a total value of $585,000.  

Building permit fees amounted to $1,668.00.  City hall will be closed Monday, January 16 for 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day and will also be closed February 6-10.  Council clarified commercial 

water and sewer rates will apply to all property in areas zoned commercial.  Cheatley moved to 

approve construction plans for 2017 sewer improvements as presented by Ulteig Engineers.  

Skuza seconded.  Motion carried.  

Playground equipment has been ordered for Morning Star Campground.  An employee 

appreciation gathering will be held Friday, January 20. 

Meeting adjourned at 10:00 PM. 

 

Executive Officer:  ______________________________________ 

     Mayor 

 

Attest:  _______________________________________________ 

    Auditor 


